Greek Orthodox Presentation of Our Lord

> Metropolis of Atlanta February 2, 2025
Matins Gospel Reading: Luke 2:25-32
B\ 4 . Epistle Reading: Hebrews 7:7-17
DR Knoxville Tennessee Gospel Reading: Luke 2:22-40

o We ekly 'Buue.ﬁn Byzantine Music Tone: Grave

On February 2nd. the Orthodox Church Commemorates:

-On February 2 we celebrate the Feast of the Meeting of our Lord Jesus Christ, when the righteous Symeon re-
ceived Him in his embraces.

-On this day we also commemorate the Holy Martyr Agathodoros.
By their holy intercessions, O God, have mercy on us. Amen.

Reflection
1f, at times, the dogmas of the Faith seem to be like solid food, first endeavor to fulfill the moral dogmas of Chris-
tianity, then the understanding of the dogmas of the Faith will be revealed to you. Inquisitive questioning of high-

er things without effort regarding the improvement of your life does not bring any benefit.
Adopted from the Book, The Prologue From Ochrid, by Saint Nikolai Velimirovic

A MESSAGE FOR OUR VISITORS:

Welcome to Saint George!

Thank you for visiting us! We invite you to join us for Coffee Hour at the Hall next door; following the Divine Liturgy. If
you are a newcomer, please introduce yourself to one of the priests or the Parish Council Members (Located at the
Candle Stand) so that we can greet and welcome you properly.

We are glad to have you with us today!




MATINS GOSPEL READING:
Luke 2:25-32

At that time, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose
name was Symeon, and this man was righteous and de-
voud, {ooking for the consolation of Israel, and the Ho[y
Spirit was upon him. And it had been revealed to him by
the Holy Spirit that he should not see death before he
had seen the Lord's Christ. And inspired by the Spirit he
came into the temple; and when the parents brought in

the chi[cUesus, to do for him accoro{ing to the custom qf

the law, he took him up in his arms and blessed God and
said, "Lord, now let your servant dep&rt in peace, accord-
ing to your word; fg)/r my eyes have seen your salvation
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a
light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your
people Israel."

DismissAL HYMNS-KONTAKIA OF THE DAY
Dismissal Hymn for the Feast, st Tone

Lady full of grace, rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, for
Christ our God, the Sun of righteousness has risen
from you and He illumined those in darkness. And
you, 1‘ighteous Elder, be g[ac{ in heart, receiving in your
embraces the One who liberates our souls and bestows
on us the Resurrection

Resurrectional Apolytikion grd Plagal Tone

O Lord by Your sacred Cross you abolished death, and
granted unto the thief blessed paradise. The myrrh
bearers ceased lamenting and turned to joy. The apos-
tles did preach the Good News at Your command, that -
You had risen from the dead O Christ our God, bestow-
ing Your (great) mercy upon the world evermore.

Kontakion 1st Tone

You sanctmed the womb cf the Virgin by Your birth,
and by Your presentation You blessed the hands of
Symeon, when You came, and You saved us, O Christ
our God. Now we pray You give peace to Your world at
war, and let love for Your people prevail in all, O only
benevolent Lord.

EPISTLE: HEBREWS 7:7-17

PROKEIMENON: My soul ‘mﬂgnyies the Lord, and my spirit
rejoices in God my Savior. VERSE: For he has regarded the
humility of his servant.

B RETHREN, it is beyond dispute that the inferior is
blessed by the superior. Here tithes are veceived by
mortal men; there, by one whom it is testified that he

EQoINON EYATTEAION
Kot Aovxdy 2:25-32
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&v ) TvedpaT &g O tepdv- xal &v 16 eloayayelv Tolg yovels T
mdiov "Iyoody, 1o motfoat adrods xart T elthopévov oD
vpov mepl adtod, xal abros e8éforo abmd elg T dyxdhag
abmol, xal edhéymoey v Jedv, xal eimev, Nov dmodders Tov
8oBAv gov, Séomow, xaTe T (i gov, év elpivy- St eldov of
opIudpol pov 10 ownifptév oov, 8 Hrolpacus vt mpbowmoy
VTV TéY Aadv- ¢l els dmoxdAup dvav,

ATIOAYTIKIA-KONTAKION THE HMEPAS

AmnolvthaoTijs Eoprijs. "Hyos o

Xaipe xeyaprrwpévn Oeotéxe TapSéve' x ool yap dvérethev 6

“Hhtog i Suxaoatvyg, Xpiotds 6 Oeds Huév, dwrtiluw tobg &v

oxérer. Edgpatvov xal od TlpeoPbra Stuae, Sebdpevos év

dyxdheng tov Eevdepwiy @Y Yuy@v Npdv, xepilbuevo iy

ol Ty Avdotao.
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lives. One might even say that Levi himself; who receives
tithes, paid tithes through Abraham, for he was still in
the loins Qf his ancestor when Melchizedek met him. Now
@f perﬁzction had been attainable through the Levitical
priesthood (for under it the people received the law),
what further need would there have been for another
priest to arise after the order of Melchizedek, rather than
one named aﬁer the order of Aaron? For when there is a
change in the priesthood, there is necessavi[y a change in
the law as well. For the one of whom these things are spo-
ken belonged to another tribe, from which no one has
ever served at the altar. For it is evident that our Lord was
descended ﬁ'omjudah, and in connection with that tribe
Moses said nothing about priests. This becomes even
more evident when another priest arises in the likeness of
Melchizedek, who has become a priest, not according to a
legal requirement concerning bodily descent but by the
power of an indestructible [iﬁa. For it is witnessed of him,
"Thou art a priest for ever, after the order of Melchize-

dek."
GOSPEL: LUKE 2:22-40

At that time, the parents brought the chi[d}esus up
to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in
the law of the Lord, "Every male that opens the womb
shall be called holy to the Lord") and to offer a sacrifice
according to what is said in the law of the Lord, "a pair of
turtle doves, or two young pigeons.” Now there was a man
in Jerusalem, whose name was Symeon, and this man was
righteous and devout, [ooking for the consolation of Isra-
el, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it had been
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he should not see
death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. And inspired
by the Spirit he came into the temp[e; and when the par-
ents brought in the child]esus, to do fm’ him according
to the custom of the law, he took him up in his arms and
blessed God and said, "Lord, now let your servant depart
in peace, according to your word; ﬁ)r my eyes have seen
your salvation which you have prepared in the presence
of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and
for glory to your people Israel." And his father and his
mother marveled at what was said about him; and
Symeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother,
"Behold, this child is set ﬁ)r the fa” and rising cf many in
Israel, and for a sign that is spoken against (and a sword
will pierce tl'u'ough your own soul also), that thoughts of
many hearts may be revealed." And there was a prophet-
ess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher;
she was of a great age, having lived with her husband
seven years from her virginity, and as a widow till she was
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EYATTEAION: KATA AOYKAN 2:22-40
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eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, wor- vixtor xal Npépave xal obm adtf T Gpe émotdioa
shiping with fasting and prayer night and day. And aviwpooyeiro @ Kuple xal eddet mepl abrol ot Toig

coming up at that very hour she gave thanks to God, and mpoadeyopévols Mtpwoy &v ‘lepovoodiip. Kal g éréheoay
spoke of him to all who were [ooﬁing Jor the redemption dmovte 0 kot v vopov Kuplov, Oméotpeyay elg v
of Jerusalem. And when they had performed everything Tehharday €l Ty mohw Eovisy Nalupér. To 8¢ moudtov yi€ave
according to the law of the Lord, they returned into Gali- xatl éxporaotto mvebpem mhnpotpevoy colug, xal ydpis Ocol
lee, to their own city, Nazareth. And the child grew and v & add.

became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God
was upon him.

The Presentation of Our Lord and Savior in the Temple

When the most pure Mother and Ever-Virgin Mary's forty days of purification had been fulfilled,
she took her first-born Son to Jerusalem on this, the fortieth day afttger His birth, that she might pre-
sent Him in the tempie according to the Law cf Moses, which teaches that every ﬁrsf:—bom male
child be dedicated to God, and also that she might offer the sacrifice of a pair of turtle-cloves or two
young pigeons, as required by the Law (Luke 2:22-24; Exod. 13:2; Lev. 12:6-8). On this same day, a
just and devout man, the greatly aged Symeon, was also present in the temple, being guided by the
@ oly Spirit. For a long time, this man had been awaiting the salvation of God, and he had been in-
i formed by divine revelation that he would not die until he beheld the Lord's Christ. Thus, when he
beheld Him at that time and took Him up into his aged arms, he gave glory to God, singing: "Now
) lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, O Master. . ." And he confessec{ that he would close his eyes
71 oy fully, since he had seen the Light of revelation for the nations and the G lory of 1srael (Luke 2:25-
;&2 32). From ancient times, the Holy Church has retained this tradition of the churching of the mother
and new-born child on the fortieth day and of the reading of prayers of purification.
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