ond Sunday After First Matins Gospel Reading:
Matthew 28:16-20
Pascha
Epistle Reading;
(Sunday of Thomas) Acts 51220
April19, 2026 Gospel Reading:
John 2019-31
Byzantine Music Tone:
Second

On April 19, the Orthodox Church Commemorates:

The holy Hieromartyr Pafnutius

On this day we also commemorate the ho[y Martyr Theodore, who was in Perga, Pamphyﬁa.
On this day the ho[y woman Martyr Phi['qopa, the mother of St. Theodore, died by the sword.
On this day, Saints Socrates and Dionysius died when they were run through with a spear.
On this day we also commemorate our devout fa’cher George the Confessov, B'Lshop of Pissidia.

On this day we also commemorate our father among the saints Tryphon, Archbishop of Constantinople. The Synaxis in his
honor is celebrated in the Most Holy Great Church.

On this day we also commemorate the ho[y and glorious monastic Martyr Aga’change[os of Esphigmenou Monastery (M.
Athos).

On this day, devout Saint Symeon, one time Abbot of the ho[y Monastery of Philotheou on Mt. Athos, and founder of Ho[y
Trinity Monastery on Mt. Phlamurion, known for having only one garment and for going barefoot, died in peace.

ON THIS DAY, THE SECOND SUNDAY OF PASCHA, WE AGAIN CELEBRATE THE RESURRECTION
OF CHRIST, AND ALSO ST. THOMAS’ TOUCHING OF THE LORD’S BODY.

SINCE LOCKS OF WOMB NOR TOMB DO NOT IMPEDE YOU,
THEN HOW WOULD LOCKED DOORS BLOCK YOU, O SAVIOR?

By the intercessions of Your Apostle Thomas, O Christ our God, have mercy on us. Amen.

A Message For Our Visitors:

Welcome to Saint George!

Thank you for visiting us! We invite you to join us for Coﬂee Hour at the Hall next door, fo“owing the
Divine Liturgy. If you are a newcomer, please introduce yourself to one of the priests or the Parish
Council Members (Located at the Candle Stand) so that we can greet and welcome you properly.

We are g[ad to have you with us today.’




FIRsT MATINS GOSPEL READING:
Matthew 28:16-20

t that time, the eleven disc'qo[es went to Galilee, to the
mountain to which Jesus had directed them. And when
they saw Him, they worsh'qoed Him; but some doubted.
And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven
and on earth has been given to Me. Go therefore and make
discip[es of all nations, ’oapﬁzing them in the name of the
Father and the Son and the Ho[y Spirit, teach'mg them to
observe all that 1 have commanded you; and lo, 1 am with
you a[ways, to the close of the age. Amen."

Epistle: Acts 51220

Prokeimenon: Great is our Lord, and great is his power.
Verse: Praise the Lord, for the Lord is good.

n those days, many signs and wonders were done among
the peop[e by the hands of the apos’des. And they were all
’cogether in Solomon's Portico. None of the rest dared join
them, but the people held them in high honor. And more
than ever believers were added to the Lord, multitudes both
of men and women, so that they even carried out the sick
into the streets, and laid them on beds and pa”e’cs, that as
Peter came by at least his shadow might fall on some of
them. The peop[e also gathered ﬁ'om the towns around
Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those afflicted with unclean
spirits, and ’chey were all healed. But the high priest rose up
and all who were with him, that is, the party of the
Sadducees, and ﬁ[[ed with J'ea[ousy they arrested the aposﬂes
and put them in the common prison. But at night an ange[
of the Lord opened the prison doors and bvough’c them out
and said, "Go and stand in the temple and speak to the
people all the words of this Ly?e.”

A"EcoSwo’v'Ebocny\Lo’v:
Korrd Mortdeiiov 28:16-20
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Dismissar HymNs-KoONTAKIA OF THE DAy

Apolytikion of the Feast, Grave Tone

The tomb being sealed, You rose from the sepulcher, O
Christ God, the Life. And the doors being shut, You came to
the disc'qoles, O resurrection of all. Through them You renew
a right spirit within us, according to Your great mercy.
Kovtdixiov Kuprandic Owpd "Hyog mh. §'.

Tij dohompdypot Sebid, v {womdpoydv gou Thevpdv, 6 Owpds
ebnpetwnae Xpiote 6 Oedg auyxexdelopévay yap t@v Jvp@v Gg
eloAdeg, obv Tolg howmols Amootéhots EB6a aor Kdpiog Imdpyelg
ol Ogdg pou.

Kontakion of Pascha, Plagal 4th Tone

Though You went down into the tomb, O ITmmortal One, yet
You brought down the dominion of Hades; and You rose as
the victor, O Christ our God; and You called out “Rejoice” to
the Mywh—beaving women, and gave peace to Your Aposﬂes,
O Lord who to the fallen grant resurrection.

AmoAuthaa - Kovtdaa g Huépag

Amoltiaov i ‘Eoptiig, Hyos Papis
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éméomg, M mdvtwy dvdotaoig Tedpa b3 & adtav
&ywouvilwv v, xatd To péya oov EAeog.
Kontakion For the Sunday of Thomas Mode pl. 4.
With his enterprising hand, Thomas examined Your ﬁfe—
supplying side, O Christ our God. When You entered
while the doors were shut, with the other Apostles he
cried out to You and said, “You are my Lord and my

God!” [GOASD]
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Gospel:John 2019-31

n the evening of that day, the furst day of the week, the
doors being shut where the disciples were for fear of the Jews,
Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, "Peace
be with you." When He had said this, He showed them His
hands and His side. Then the disciples were glad when they
saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you.
As the Father has sent Me, even so 1 send you." And when He
had said this, He breathed on them and said to them,
"Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they
are forgiven; ifyou retain the sins of any, they are vetained."
Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with
them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, "We
have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless 1 see in His
hands the print of the nails, and p[ace my ﬁnger in the mark
of the nails, and p[ace my hand in His side, 1 will not believe."
Eight days later, His discqo[es were again in the house, and
Thomas was with them. The doors were shut, but Jesus came
and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." Then
He said to Thomas, "Put your ﬁnger here, and see My hands;
and put out your hand, and place it in My side; do not be
faithless, but believing." Thomas answered Him, "My Lord
and My God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because
you have seen Me? Blessed are those who have not seen and
yet believe." Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence
of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these
are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God, and that be[iev'mg, you may have [y?e in His

name.

Edoryy2hov: Ko lawdwny 20:19-31
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HIS EMINENCE'S MESSAGE

._ My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Xototog avéotn! AAnOwg avéotn!
Christ is Risen! Truly He is Risen!

As we come to the end of Bright Week, I would like to divide
today’s message into two thoughts for two Feasts. The first, which
we celebrate tomorrow, concerns belief; and the second, for the
(7 Sunday of St. Thomas, concerns doubt.

i ¢ On Bright Friday, we commemorate the Zwoddyoc IInyr, or the
I Theotokos of the Life-Giving Spring. Tradition says that on April
4, 450, a soldier, the future Emperor Leo I, encountered a blind
{-} s % w,\ A\ man, thirsting for water in a grove. Taking pity on him, Leo led the
blind man to the shade of a tree, before searching for water. Then, Leo heard a voice tell him not to trouble himself,
because the water was right there! Leo was surprised, for there was only him and the blind man. And yet Leo heard
the voice say again, "Leo, Emperor, go into the grove, take the water which you will find and give it to the thirsty
man. Then take the mud and put it on the blind man's eyes ... And build a temple here ... that all who come here

will find answers to their petitions." Leo obeyed, and the blind man’s sight was restored to him.

After his ascension to the throne, Leo kept his vow to God, dedicating a church to the Holy Theotokos. The spring
resumed its flow and was responsible for many miracles, including resurrections from the dead, from where it
received its name, the Life-Giving Spring. Unfortunately, over time the Church was repeatedly destroyed by the
Ottomans and then rebuilt. Presently, after the 1955 pogroms, there is only a small chapel, but the faithful still
venerate the intercessions of our Panagia through the spring.

Let us now compare the behavior of this young soldier with that of one of Lord’s Disciples. We know from the
Gospel accounts of the Resurrection, that the Disciples hid in the Upper Room, and that our Lord appeared to them
from behind a locked door, breaking bread, showing them the marks of the nails and the spear, and granting them
the gift of remission of sins through the Holy Spirit. (John 20:19-23) We also know that, since Thomas was absent,
he was skeptical, saying to the Disciples, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the
nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe” (John 20:25). Our Lord, of course, granted Thomas’s
request, inviting him to feel the marks of the nails. Thomas then exclaimed, “My Lord and my God!” (John 20:27-
28) Our Lord however revealed His true purpose, by saying, “Because you have seen me, you have believed;
blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” (John 20:29)

Young Leo Marcellus could have seen the dried spring and the weeds and walked away. Yet he believed. Out of his
love for the blind man, he obeyed the heavenly voice; and it is because of his belief that we have this blessed feast
of the Life-Giving Spring to commemorate the intercessions of the Theotokos in our lives.

We honor St. Thomas this Sunday because of his declaration that our Lord was both fully Man and fully God. We
can also take strength and comfort as we are subject to human weakness and doubt. However, through the prayers
of our Ever-Virgin Mary, may we take this renewing spirit of Bright Week to demonstrate the reality of Christ’s
Resurrection: following the heavenly voice like Leo, so that we may too, like Thomas, declare that the Risen Jesus
is both our Lord and our God.

+SEVASTIANOS
Metropolitan of Atlanta



Meet our new Online Directory!

St. George is launching Realm Connect, a new
software system designed to help us connect
and organize communication within our church
family.

Every member will soon receive an invitation to
join Realm and create a personal file for their
family, including name, address, email, phone
number, and other important details. You'll have
full control over what information you share,
and rest assured, financial information and
stewardship pledges are only visible to the
Parish Council treasurer and yourself.

Realm will become our official church directory,
making it easier to stay in touch and involved.
Please watch for your invitation from St. George
and follow the instructions to join. If you have
any questions, reach out to Bethany Martin,
program administrator, or Danni Varlan. We look
forward to welcoming you to Realm!

ST. GEORGE KNOXVILLE
PHILOPTOCHOS SOCIETY

545 AT THE HOME OF MARIANNE JENNINGS
6828 OLD KENT DRIVE KNOXVILLE, TN 37919
RSVP. KNOXVILLEPHILOPTOCHOSSOCIETY@GMAIL.COM



Calendar for the Week

Sunday, April19,2026
Sbmday of Thomas

8:45 am - Orthros & Divine Liturgy Wednesday, April 6
ganesaay, ARril 22, 2020

5:30 pm Greek School
7:00 pm Great Vespers for St George

Thursday, April 23, 2026
8:45 am Orthros & Divine Liturgy (St. George)
7:00 pm Paraklesis to St. George

Eriday, April 24,2026
7:00 pm Island Glendi & Dinner

Saturday, April 25, 2026
Baptism

Sunday, April 26,2026

Sunday of the Myrrhbearing Women
8:45 am Orthros & Divine Liturgy
Spring General Assembly

Saint George Greek Orthodox Church, Knoxville, Tennessee

Office Address: 4070 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, TN 37919~ Phone: 865.522.504

Web: www.sain’cgegfgeknoxviﬂe.com Email: stgeorgeknoxviﬂe@gmail.com

Facebook: stgeorgeknoxville  YouTube: StGeorgeKnoxville
Pvesio{ing Priest: V. Rev. Archimandrite Fr. Dionysis Lampropoulos Email: ﬁ'.dionys_is@gmail.com

Emeritus: Rev. Protopresbyter Fr. Anthony Stratis Email: franthonystratis@ gmai[.com
Deacon: Rev. Dn. Mark Smith Choir Director: Dr. George Changas Chanters: Anthony Martin, Samir Harb, Alex Skoulis
Security Director: David Ferguson
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