First Sunday of First Matins Gospel Reading:
Matthew 2816-20
Matthew (Sunday _ .
Epistle Reading:
Of All Saints) Hebrews 11:33-40;12:1-2
June 7, 2026 Gospel Reading:
Matthew 10:32-33; 37-38;
19:27-30
Byzantine Music Tone:
Plagal 4th
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On June 7, the Orthodox Church Commemorates:
The holy Hieromartyr Theodotos of Ankyra.

On this day we also commemorate the Holy Martyr Zinaida (Zenais) the wonderworker.

On this day we also commemorate the Ho[y women, Aesia and Sosanna, fo[[owers of St. Pangratios, B'Lshop of
Taormina. The services in their honor used to be conducted in their shrine in Basiliskos.

On this day we also commemorate the Holy Martyr Lykarion.
On this day, the Holy Martyrs Tarasius and John died by the sword.
On this day, the devout Stephen reposed in peace.

On this day, the devout Anthimos Veposed in peace. On this day, the Ho[y Sevastiani Veposed in peace.

ON THIS DAY, THE SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, WE CELEBRATE THE FEAST OF ALL SAINTS,
WHO ARE FROM EVERY PART OF THE WORLD, THOSE IN ASIA, AFRICA, EUROPE AND
AMERICA, FROM THE NORTH AND FROM THE SOUTH.

I SING PRAISES TO ALL THE FRIENDS OF MY LORD.
IF ONE IS SO DESTINED, TO THEIR NUMBER BE ADDED.

By the intercessions of Your immaculate Mother and all Your Saints from every age, O Christ our God,
have mercy on us and save us, as our only good and benevolent Lord. Amen.

A Mess
Welcome to Saint George!

Thank you for visiting us! We invite you to join us for Coﬁfee Hour at the Hall next door, foUowing the
Divine Liturgy. ]fyou are a newcomer, p[ease introduce yowfse[f to one of the priests or the Parish
Council Members (located at the Candle Stand) so that we can greet and welcome you pvoper[y.

We are g[ad to have you with us today.’




FirsT MATINS GOSPEL READING:
Matthew 28:16-20

A’c that time, the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the
mountain to which Jesus had dirvected them. And when
they saw Him they worsh'qoed Him; but some doubted. And
Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and
on earth has been given to Me. Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and the Son and the Ho[y Spirit, teach'mg them to
observe all that 1 have commanded you, and lo, 1 am with

you always, to the close of the age. Amen."

Dismissat HymNs-KONTAKIA OF THE DAY

Resurrectional Apolytikion, Plagal 4th Tone

You descended ﬁrom on high, O compassionate One, and
consented to a three-day burial, to ﬁee us ﬁfom the passions. O
Lord, our life and resurrection, glory to You!

Apolytikion for the Saints, Plagal 4th Tone

Your Church is arrayed in the holy blood of Your Martyrs who
witnessed thvoughout the world, as though in pm’p[e and ﬁne
linen. Through them she cries to You, Christ our God, “Send
down to Your people Your tender love, grant peace from above
to Your commonwealth, and to our souls Your great mercy.”

Dismissal Hymn of the Most Holy Lady, Prousiotissa, 1st Tone

By your icon of Prousa you stand forth as a protectress of
Greece, and a worker of dread wonders, O Immaculate
Mariam, you who restore the sight of the blind and make fum
the para[yﬁcs. You cast out demons, O good one, you saved
those who fe[[ oﬁC high c[iﬁ%, and heal all who ﬂee to you crying
out: G [ovy unto your childbirth without seed, G [ory to Him
that has made you wondrous. G [ory to Him that works such
manner of marvels through you.

Dismissal Hymn of St. George the Great Martyr, 4th Tone
Liberator of captives, defender of the poor, physician of the
sick, and champion of k'mgs, 0 Tvophy~BeareV, Great Martyr

George; intercede with Christ our God to save our souls.

Kontakion, Plagal 4th Tone

O Planter of creation, Lord, to You does the entire world bv'mg
as an oﬁcer'mg the God—bearing martyr Saints, as being
nature’s ﬁrst fmits. At their earnest entreaties, keep Your
Church in a state of profoundest peace, through the
Theotokos, O Lord abundantly merciful.
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Epi[e: Hebrews 11:33-40;12:1-2

Prokeimenon: God is wondevﬁtl among his saints.
Verse: Bless God in the congregations.

Brethven, all the saints through faith conquered kingdoms,

enfovced Justice, received promises, stopped the mouths of
lions, quenched raging ﬁve, escaped the edge of the sword,
won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put
foreign armies to ﬂight. Women received their dead by
resurrection. Some were tortured, Vefusing to accept release,
that they migh’c rise again to a better [ife. Others suﬂered
mocking and scourging, and even chains and imprisonment.
They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted,
they were killed with the sword; ’chey went about in skins of
shee}o and goats, destitute, aﬁqicted, ill-treated - of whom the
world was not worthy - wandering over deserts and
mountains and in dens and caves of the earth. And all these,
though well attested ’oy their fai’ch, did not receive what was
pvomised, since God had foreseen something better fov us,
that apart from us they should not be made perfect.
Therefore, since we are surrounded on so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us also [ay aside every weight, and sin which
c[ings o) c[ose[y, and let us run with perseverance the race
that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and

pevfec’cer of our faith.

Amdorohog: Efpaiovg 1:33-40, 12:1-2
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Gospel: Matthew10:32-33; 37-38;19:27-30

,-l-;le Lord said to his discip[es, "Every one who acknow[edges

me before men, 1 also will acknowledge before my Father
who is in heaven; but whoever denies me before men, 1 also
will deny him befove my Father who is in heaven. He who
loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me;
and he who loves son or daughter more than me is not
worthy of me; and he who does not take his cross and fo“ow
me is not worthy of me." Then Peter said in Vep[y, "Lo, we
have [eﬁ everything and fo”owed you. What then shall we
have?" Jesus said to them, "Truly, 1 say to you, in the new
world, when the Son of man shall sit on his g[orious throne,
you who have fo”owed me will also sit on twelve thrones,
judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And every one who has leﬁ
houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children
or lands, for my name's sake, will receive a hundredfold, and
inherit eternal [ife. But many that are ﬁrst will be last, and
the last furst."

Edoryyehov: Karrd Marrdodiov 10:32-33, 37-38,19:27-30
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HIS EMINENCE'S MESSAGE

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Throughout the earthly existence of the Church, beginning with the
miracle of Pentecost, there are those who heard Christ’s words
from the Gospel for this Sunday: "Every one who acknowledges me

before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in
heaven...” (Matthew 10:32). It is for this reason that the Church, in
her wisdom, has chosen to make the Sunday after Pentecost, the
Sunday of All Saints.

e o TR e S

On this first Sunday after Pentecost, we honor all those who live
with God, because they chose to acknowledge Him, despite
everything. St. Paul shows us in this Sunday’s Epistle to the
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Hebrews, that even before the Incarnation of Christ, there were

even willing to be “...tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better

servants of God who were
resurrection. Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned to death,
they were sawn in two, they were killed by the sword...” (Hebrews 11:35-37). These holy martyrs understood that
faithfulness to God is a greater gift than all the honors of this earth.

Even those spiritual fathers and mothers who were not martyrs, many of them lived their earthly lives in such a
humble way that they were not glorified in their own time. This means that. to this day, we do not know the names
of many who, as St. Paul continues, “...went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-treated—of
whom the world was not worthy...” (Hebrews 11:37-38). Despite the difficulties they faced in their lives, they
understood that to be a faithful servant of means, “...many that are first will be last, and the last first” (Matthew
19:30). St. Paul still pauses to emphasize that though the heroes of ancient Israel “...were commended for their
faith, did not receive what was promised, since God had provided something better so that they would not, without
us, be made perfect” (11:39-40). This perfection was achieved in Christ’s victory over death, His Ascension to the
Father, and the coming of the Holy Spirit.

Though the powers of this world did their best to be sure that the name of Christ would be forgotten, we know that
it is because of all God’s Saints—both the martyrs, and those who fell asleep peacefully—that the darkness has not
overtaken the Gospel. As we continue to dwell in the illumination and comfort of the Holy Spirit, I fervently pray
that every one of us calls upon not only our Patron Saint, but an unknown saint, to intercede on our behalf.
Therefore, I offer blessings, not only for our fathers (both earthly and spiritual) on this Father’s Day, but also all
those who celebrate their Name Day on this Feast: Xpévia IToAAd!

+SEVASTIANOS
Metropolitan of Atlanta



Calendar for the Week

Sunday, June 7, 2026

Sunday of All Saints

8:45 am Matins & Divine Liturgy
Chrismation

Coffee to honor John Davis
Baptism

The Fletcher and LaRock
families wish to extend their

deepest appreciation for all the
expressions of sympathy
offered in memory of their
beloved family member, Don
“Nephon” Fletcher, who has
fallen asleep. May his Memory
be Eternal.

Saint George Greek Orthodox Church, Knoxville, Tennessee
Office Address: 4070 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, TN 37919 Phone: 865.522.5043

Web: www.saintgeorgeknoxville.com Email: stgeorgeknoxville@gmail.com

Facebook: stgeorgeknoxville ~ YouTube: StGeorgeKnoxville
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Choir Director: Dr. George Changas Chanters: Anthony Martin, Samir Harb, Alex Skoulis
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