8th Sunday After Festal Matins Gospel Reading:
John 20719-23

Pascha . _
Epistle Reading;
(Ho [y Pentecost) Acts 27-11
May 31, 2026 Gospel Reading:
John 7:37-52; 812
Byzantine Music Tone:
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OnMay 3, the Orthodox Church Commemorates:

The ho [y Martyr Hermias.

ON THIS DAY, THE EIGHTH SUNDAY FROM PASCHA, WE CELEBRATE HOLY PENTECOST.

IN A VIOLENT WIND CHRIST DISTRIBUTES
TO THE APOSTLES THE SPIRIT IN TONGUES OF FIRE.

ON ONE GREAT DAY, THE SPIRIT IS
POURED OUT ON THE FISHERMEN.

By the intercessions of the holy Apostles, O Christ our God, have mercy on us. Amen.

A Message For Our Visitors:

Welcome to Saint George!

Thank you for visiting us! We invite you to join us for Coﬁree Hour at the Hall next door, following the
Divine Liturgy. ]fyou are a newcomer, please introduce yowfse[f to one of the priests or the Parish
Council Members (Located at the Candle Stand) so that we can greet and welcome you propev[y.

We are g[ad to have you with us ’coday.’




Festar MAaTINS GOSPEL READING:
John 2019-23

O n the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the
doors being shut where the disciples were gathered, for fear

of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to
them, "Peace be with you." When he had said this, he
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples
were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them
again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even
so | send you." And when he had said this, he breathed on
them, and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven; if you retain the

sins of any, they are retained."

Dismissat HymNs-KoONTAKIA OF THE DAY

Apolytikion of the Feast, Plagal 4th Tone

Blessed are You, O Christ our God. You sent down the Holy
Spirit into the ﬁshermen, and You gave them knowledge and
wisdom in everything; and through them, as in a net You
caugh’c the whole world. O Lord who loves humanity, glory to
You!

Kontakion of the Feast, P[aga[ and Tone

When the Most High God came down and conﬁtsed the
tongues, * He divided the nations. * When He distributed the
tongues of fire, * He called all to unity. * And with one voice we

g[oriﬁ/ the a”—ho[y Spirit.
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Epi[e: Acts 2:1-11

Prokeimenon: Their voice has gone out into all the earth.

Verse: The heavens declare the glory of God.

WHEN THE DAY of Pentecost had come, they were all
togethev in one place. And sudden[y a sound came ﬁfom
heaven like the rush of a migh’cy wind, and it ﬁ“ed all the
house where they were sitting. And there appeared to them
tongues as of ﬁre, distributed and resting on each one of
them. And they were all ﬁ“ed with the Ho[y Spirit and ’oegan
to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.
Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from
every nation under heaven. And at this sound the multitude
came together, and they were bewildered, because each one
heard them speaking in his own [anguage. And they were
amazed and wondered, saying, "Are not all these who are
speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us in
his own native [anguage? Parthians and Medes and Elamites
and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia,
Pontos and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the
parts of Libya Ioe[onging to Cyrene, and visitors ﬁfom Rome,
both Jews and pvose[ytes, Cretans and Arabians, we hear
them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God."
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Gospel: John 7:37-52; 812

n the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up
and proc[aimed, ”]f any one thirst, let him come to me and
drink. He who believes in me, as the scripture has said, 'Out
of his heart shall flow rivers of living water."” Now this he
said about the Spirit, which those who believed in him were
to receive; for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because

Jesus was not yet glorified.

When ’chey heard these words, some of the peop[e said, "This
is really the prophet." Others said, "This is the Christ." But
some said, "Is the Christ to come ﬁ/om Galilee? Has not the
scripture said that the Christ is descended ﬁfom David, and
comes ﬁrom Bethlehem, the V'LUage where David was?" So
there was a division among the people over him. Some of
them wanted to arrest him, but no one laid hands on him.

The oﬁcers then went back to the chief priests and
Pharisees, who said to them, 'Why did you not ’oring him?"
The oﬁ’tcevs answered, "No man ever spoke like this man!"
The Pharisees answered them, "Are you led astray, you also?
Have any of the authorities or of the Pharisees believed in
him? But this crowd, who do not know the law, are
accursed." Nikodemos, who had gone to him befove, and who
was one of them, said to them, "Does our law judge a man
without ﬁrst giving him a hearing and [eaming what he
does?" They Vep[ied, "Are you ﬁrom Galilee too? Search and
you will see that no prophet is to rise from Galilee." Again
Jesus spoke to them, saying, "1 am the light of the world; he

who foﬂows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the

(ight of [ife.”
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HIS EMINENCE'S MESSAGE

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

This Sunday, we are blessed to celebrate Pentecost, when the Holy
Spirit comes to rest upon the Disciples, and on the entire Church.
The Book of Acts tells us that it was about nine in the morning
during the Jewish harvest festival of Shavuot, which falls 50 days
after the Passover, and so the pilgrims were going to the Temple to
pray, and to make offerings. There is a special similarity between
the celebration of Shavuot and our Pentecost, because many Jewish
21 sources also observe the festival as the commemoration of when
God gave the law to Moses on Mount Sinai. Therefore, on both
feast days, the inspiration of God comes to rest upon mankind.

blowing of a vzolent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting” (Acts 2:2).
Tongues of fire—bright, but not burning, descended onto the Disciples. As we read in this week’s Gospel, Jesus
says, ‘Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, and let the one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has said,
‘Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.” Now he said this about the Spirit, which believers in
him were to receive...” (John 7:37-39). Thanks to this divine gift, the Disciples spoke God’s Word, all in different
tongues.

As poor fishermen, they had not studied, but this miracle helped the Disciples fulfill Christ’'s Commission to
preach to all the nations. The Disciples explained that Jesus, the Redeemer of our sins, is the Son of God, of whom
Moses and the Prophets had spoken; and that through Christ’s life, death, Resurrection, and His Ascension, Man
has been reconciled with God. So astonished were many of these foreigners to hear their own languages, that they
came away believing in Jesus Christ, The Teacher of new Apostles.

Our Pentecost (because it comes 50 days after Pascha) is special for us, not only because it allows us to
commemorate this beautiful historical event, but because we ourselves have been baptized in the name of the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. If we permit God to dwell within us, by observing the Commandments of the
Father and the teachings of the Son, then the Holy Spirit will continue to inspire each of us to be Disciples as well.
Let us pray then that we be made worthy of the Wisdom, power, and strength from Above to carry out our Lord’s
command to witness Him, now, and always.

+SEVASTIANOS
Metropolitan of Atlanta



Calendar for the Week

Sunday, May. 31,2026

Holy Pentecost

8:45 am Matins & Divine Liturgy
Vespers (Prayers of Kneeling)

Monday, June 1, 2026
8:45 am Divine Liturgy (Day of the Holy Spirit)

Friday, June 5,2026
7:00 pm Small Paraklesis

Sunday, June 7, 2026

Sunday of All Saints

8:45 am Matins & Divine Liturgy
Chrismation

Coffee to honor John Davis
Baptism
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Saint George Greek Orthodox Church, Knoxville, Tennessee
Office Address: 4070 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, TN 37919 Phone: 865.522.5043

Web: www.saintgeorgeknoxville.com Email: stgeorgeknoxville@gmail.com

Facebook: stgeorgeknoxville ~ YouTube: StGeorgeKnoxville

Presiding Priest: V. Rev. Archimandyrite Fr. Dionysis Lampropoulos, fr.dionysis@gmail.com
Emeritus: Rev. Protopresbyter Fr. Anthony Stratis, franthonystratis@gmail.com

Deacon: Rev. Dn. Mark Smith

Choir Director: Dr. George Changas Chanters: An’chony Martin, Samir Harb, Alex Skoulis

Security Director: David Ferguson
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