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2 Metropo[is of Atlanta July 20t,'1, 2025
= Saint GCOYgC VI Matins Gospel Reading: Luke 24: 36-53

WS K AleT Epist[e Reacﬁng:]ames 5:10-20
S5 ) \noxviile, lennessee

LAY ’ Gospel Reading: Matthew 9:1-8

b

Week[y Buuetln Byzantine Music Tone: Plagahst

On July 20th the Orthodox Church Commemorates:
The fiery ascent into the heavens of the holy and glorious Prophet Elias (Elijah) the Tishbite.
By his holy intercessions, Christ God, have mercy on us. Amen.

Reflection
Sunday O how great was the fearlessness of the holy men and holy women! When we vead about their lives, both
shame and pride is awakened in us unwillingly - shame that we have lagged so far behind them and pride that
they are of our Christian race. Neither sickness, nor prison, nor exile, nor suffering, nor humiliation, nor the
sword, nor the abyss, nor fire, nor the gallows were able to shake the exalted peace of their souls, firmly attached
to Christ, the Helmsman of the universe and human history.

Adopted from the Book, The Prologue From Ochrid, by Bishop Nikolai Velimirovic

A MESSAGE FOR OUuR VISITORS:

Welcome to Saint George!

Thank you for visiting us! We invite you to join us for Coffee Hour at the Hall next door, following the Divine Liturgy. If
you are a newcomer, please introduce yourself to one of the priests or the Parish Council Members (Located at the Can-
dle Stand) so that we can greet and welcome you proper[y.

We are glad to have youwith us today!




VI MATINS GOSPEL READING:
Luke 24: 36-53

t that time, hav[ng risen ﬁ'om the dead,jesus went
up and stood among His disciples and said to them,
"Peace be with you." But they were startled and fright-
ened, and supposed that they saw a spirit. And He said
to them, "Why are you troubled, and why do question-
ings rise in your hearts? See My hands and My feet, that
it is 1 Myself; handle Me, and see; for a spirit has not
ﬂesh and bones as you see that 1 have." And when He
had said this, He showed them His hands and His feet.
And while they still disbelieved for joy, and wondered, He
said to them, "Have you anythhgg here to eat?" They gave

Him a piece of broiled fish [and some honeycomb], and -

He took it and ate befm’e them. Then He said to them,
"These are My words which 1 spoke to you, while 1 was
still with you, that everything written about Me in the law
of Moses and the prophets and the psalms must be ful-

led." Then He opened their minds to understand the
scriptures, and said to them, "Thus it is written, that the
Christ should Suiﬁar and on the third day rise ﬁ’om the
dead, and that repentance and forg[veness of sins
should be preached in His name in all nations, begin-
ninﬁ {;’omjemsa[em. You are withesses of these things.
And behold, 1 send the promise of My Father upon you;
but stay in the city until you are clothed with power from
on higﬁ.” Then He led them out as far as Bethany, and
lifting up His hands, He blessed them. While He blessed
them, He parted from them, and was carried up into
heaven. And they worshiped Him, and returned to Jeru-
salem with great joy, and were cont'mua“y in the Temp[e
b[essing God.

DismissAL HYMNS-KONTAKIA OF THE DAY
Resurrectional Apolytikion, Plagal 1st Tone

Eternal with the Father and the Spirit is the Word,
who of a virgin was begotten for our salvation. As the
faithful we both praise and worship Him, for in the
flesh did He consent to ascend unto the cross, and,
death did He endure and He raised unto life the dead
through His all glorious resurrection.

Apolytikion for the Prophet, 4th Tone

The anget incarnate and the Pmphets’ pedestal, the
second Forerunner of the coming of Christ, Elias the
giorious, sent down to Elisha the divine grace ﬁom
heaven. He drives away diseases and he cleanses lep-
ers. Thereﬁre he pours out hea[ings to those who
honor him
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Dismissal Hymn of the Most Ho[y Lady, Prousiotissa

1st Tone :

By your icon of Prousa you stand forth as a protectress of
Greece, and a worker of dread wonders, O Tmmaculate
Mariam, you who restore the sight of the blind and make
Jurm the paralytics. You cast out demons, O good one, you
saved those who fell off high cliffs, and heal all who flee to
you crying out: Glory unto your childbirth without seed,
Glory to Him that has made you wondrous. Glory to Him
that works such manner of marvels through you.

Dismissal Hymn of St. George the Great Martyr, 4th Tone
Liberator of captives, defender of the poor, physician of
the sick, and champion of kings, O Trophy-Bearer, Great
Martyr George; intercede with Christ our God to save our
souls.

Kontakion, 2nd Tone

O Protection of Christians that never falls, intercession
with the Creator that never fails, we sinners beg you, do
not ignore the voices of our prayers. O good Lady, we im-
piore you, quicley come unto our aid, when we cry out to
you with faith. Hurry to intercession, and hasten to sup-
plication, O Theotokos who protect now and ever those
who honor you.

EPISTLE: JAMES 5: 10-20
PROKEIMENON: You are a priest for ever after the order of
Melchizedek.

VERSE: The Lord said to my Lord: Sit at my right hand, till 1
make your enemies my footstool.

BRETHREN, take as an example of sqﬂér[ng and pa-
tience the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.
Behold, we call those happy who were steadfast. You have
heard of the steadfastness ofjob, and you have seen the
purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and
merc@fu[. But above all, my brethren, do not swear, either
by heaven or by earth or with any other oath, but let your
yes be yes and your no be no, that you may not fall under
condemnation. Is any one among you suffering? Let him
pray. Is any cheerful? Let him sing praise. Is any among
you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let
them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of
the Lord; and the prayer of faith will save the sick man,
and the Lord will raise him up; and if he has committed
sins, he will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to one
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another, and pray for one another; that you may be
healed. The prayer of a righteous man has great power
in its eﬂécts. E[g'ah was a man cf like nature with our-
selves and he prayed fervently that it might not rain,
and for three years and six months it did not vain on
the earth. Then he prayed again and the heaven gave
rain, and the earth brought forth its fruit. My brethren,
if any one among you wanders from the truth and
some one brings him back, let him know that whoever
brings back a sinner ﬁ'om the error qf his way will save
his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 9:1-8

At that time, getting into a boat Jesus crossed over
and came to his own city. And behold, they brought to
him a paralytic, lying on his bed; and when Jesus saw
their faith he said to the paralytic, "Take heart, my son;
your sins are forgiven." And behold, some of the
scribes said to themselves, "This man is blaspheming.”
But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, "Why do you
think evil in your hearts? For which is easier, to say
"Your sins are forgiven,' or to say 'Rise and walk?' But
that you may know that the Son of man has authority
on earth to forgive sins" he then said to the paralytic -
"Rise, take up your bed and go home." And he rose
and went home. When the crowds saw i, they were
afraid, and they glorified God, who had given such au-

thority to men.
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THE METROPOLITAN’S MESSAGE ON THE SUNDAY JUuLY 20TH
My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, This Sunday (July 20th) owr Church commemorates two great Saints: one
ancient, and one from our own time. Concerning the first, we only need to read the universal Epistle of Saint James:
“The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective. Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed fervently that
it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed again, and the
heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest” (James 5:16-18). Concerning the second, Mother Maria Skobtsova,
New-Martyr of France, we must return to the beginning of the Epistle: “Indeed we call blessed those who showed en-
durance. You have heard of the endurance of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord...” (James 5:11) Mother
Maria’s life is a testament to the power of endurance through faith. She was born Elizaveta Pilenko, in 181, in Latvia.
Though she was raised by pious Orthodox Christian parents, she lost her faith as a teenager, after her father fell
asleep in the Lord. She then sought to find the answers to life's problems through art and politics--becoming an ac-
complished poet and marrying a prominent Bolshevik. However, her hunger for fulfillment led her to the conclusion
that action was more important than thought, and her practice of serving the needy eventually brought her back to
Christ. Fo”owing the Russian Revolution, she ﬂed to Paris, where a series of tragedies changed her [ife. The death of
her young daughter deepened her faith, and when her second marriage ended, the Metropolitan of Paris, suggested
that she be tonsured as a nun (giving her the name Maria), which would allow her to continue her charitable work
in the world. She founded a home which served meals for the homeless, single mothers, and those struggling with



abuse or addiction. By 1937, her home was serving 120 dinners a day, and she herself was cooking the soup, begging
fm' food, and creating the icons for their chape[. Of course, within a few years’ time the Second World War would
begin, and Mother Maria would find herself in an occupied land. However, she chose not only to remain in Paris,
but to continue her charitable work, in ways that were dangerous to her [@fe. She began to assist the)ews of France b}/
creating fake baptismal certificates for them. When nearly 13,000 French Jews were arrested, Mother Maria visited
them for three days in the sports stadium where they were being imprisoned, bringing them food, and even rescuing
children, by smuggling them out of trash cans. For all these noble works (including helping Jews escape into unoc-
cupied southern France) Mother Maria was arrested in February 1943 and deported to the Ravensbruck concentra-
tion camp in Germany. Mother Maria did not allow these circumstances to alter her fundamental spirit: she contin-
ued leading group discussions on literature and theology for her fellow prisoners. On March 31,1945 (that year, Holy
Saturday), shortly before the camp was to be liberated by the Allies, Mother Maria was taken to the gas chambers;
some suggest that she took the place of a Jewish prisoner. My dear brothers and sisters, in some respects these twin
Jeasts concern Saints who were unafraid to defy those who held earthly power. This was as true of Elijah, who re-
buked the immorality of the royal family of srael, as it was for Mother Maria in her own time. How, we ask ourselves,
were they able to accomp[ish their Gocﬂy work, without giving in to féar? Would we ourselves be able to do this? And
I humbly suggest that we turn back to St. James's words about the prophets, completing the thought that 1 allowed
to be left unfinished: “You have heard of the endurance of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the
Lord is compassionate and merciful” (James 5:11). In the face of life's struggles, this may be difficult to remember,
but surely Elijah held fast to his belief in a compassionate and merciful God, as he prayerfully waited for God to pro-
vide food through the ravens; and Mother Maria likewise never abandoned her understanding of what it meant to
be a Christian, imitating Christ’s willingness to lay down his life for our brothers and sisters. May these two great
Saints continue to intercede for us and remind us of God's great compassionate love for us, both now, and always.
M4 SEVASTIANOS METROPOLITAN OF ATLANTA

SAINTS WHOSE MEMORY 1S CELEBRATED TH1S WEEK

THE PHOPHET ELJAH, the God-seer, miracle-worker, and zealot, was born in Ancient lsrael in the
city of Thisbe, during the gth Century BC. The Prophet Elias confronted the Israelite King Ahab
and his evil wife Jezebel. Queen Jezebel had initiated the worship of the Phoenician deity Baal in
| Tsrael. Through great miracles, Elias displayed the power and authority of God. He closed up the
heavens, so that there was no rain for three years and six months; he called fire down from heaven
i to consume the sacrifice to God, which the pagan priests were unable to do for their false god, Baal.
0 With his prayer, Elias brought rain back to Israel. Additionally, he miraculously provided food du-
ring the famine for a widow in Zarephath, and resurrected her dead son; He encountered God’s
presence on Mount Horeb. Finally, he was taken up into the heavens in a fiery chariot drawn by fiery horses. On
Mount Tabor, he appeared together with Moses beside our Lord Jesus Christ. At the end of the world, St. Elias will
appear again to rebuke the power of the Antichrist (Revelation, Chapter 1). His Memory is celebrated on July 20th.

SAINT MARY MAGDALENE, the Myrrh-bearing woman and "Equal to the Apostles,” was born in the
town of Magdala. She was tormented by seven evil spirits--from which the Lord Jesus freed her. She
1l was a faithful follower of the Lord during His earthly life. After the death of the Lovd, she visited His
M tomb, heard the angel proclaiming Resurrection, and then she saw the Risen Lovd. She traveled to
| Rome and appeared before the Emperor Tiberius. Her appearance before the Emperor is associated
: \wth the Pascha[ Tradition of ved cggs. Leaving Rome, she retumed to Ephesus to assist St. John the

: : clalmed the Holy Gospel to the world as a true apostle of Ch} rist. She died peacefully in E*phesus Her
Memory is celebrated on July 22nd.
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Emtméov, pe Sawpaotd tpdmo Edpepe Ty yrjpe mov Tov rbaloféw;as oot ontltt TG oYY m)m ZapemTd xat avETHOE TO Y10 TG
brav exetvos médave Eadvued. Téhog, avs)usd){}n atoug ovpavots pe édpummo TupPdpo dppa. Katd ) Merapdpdwon Tov
Zwthpos Xpotot, epdaviorye va oréxetan Simha otov Kidpto pall pe tov Oednmy Mwvo. O Tlpodhimys Hhlag
eppovioel xan mdh xored: i Eoyares pépes yar var eXéyxet Ty efouata tou Aveyplotou (Amoxdhuy Ked. 11). H Mviuy tou

Tipdrar otis 20 TouAlov.



ATIA MAPIA H MATAAAHNH, 1) Mupoddpe xat loomdotodag, yewiSpee oty méky Mdydaa g
Modatottmg. Booovi(bray amé entd Siapdwa, amé T omola v elvdépwoe o Kpog. Ymiple mioth
padhitpta Tou Xptatod xod” 6l ) Sidpxeta g emlyeias Spdong Tov. Merd tév Sdvarro s Ty AvdoTao)
Tov, emawépdnue Tov MNavdyto Tdgo, bmov efde xen dicovoe dyyeho Kuplov ver ayyéet myv Avdraay Tov
Swtipos.Yorepa elde ot Tov Avaotnpévo Xpioté. TebiSee oty Pedpn wew mapovatdaie mpo tov Jpdvou
tov Avtoxpdtopa Tifeplov. H mapovsla ¢ ato makdrt tov Pwpalov Avtoxpdrope ouvdéetar pe v
TMogydhe mepdSoon v xboavey avydy. And ) Pdyy petéBy oy Edeoo, bmov cuvéSpaye tov Ayto
lodvvy Oeodbyo oty Siddooy tov Evayyedlov. Me aydmn xow (o yro mp mloty wfpvée o Evayyéhio oav loamborolos.
Exoupy epnvied ot Edeco. H Myiun g mipdrran otig 22 Tovov.




